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Child Safety Statement

Foundation Learning Centre (FLC) is committed to ensuring the safety, welfare, and
wellbeing of all children and young people involved in our activities. Our organisation
has a zero-tolerance approach to child abuse, and we are committed to creating and
maintaining a child-safe environment that protects children from harm.

Our Commitment to Child Safety

« We are dedicated to providing an environment where children and young
people are safe and protected from any form of abuse, exploitation, or
neglect.

« We promote a culture where the safety of children is always a priority.

« We recognise that the safety and well-being of children is paramount and will
always take precedence over all other considerations.

« We aim to provide an inclusive and supportive environment for children and
their families.

Our Child Safe Standards Framework

1. Leadership Commitment
Our leaders, managers and Board of Management take responsibility for ensuring
that child safety is embedded in all aspects of our organisation. This includes
regularly reviewing policies and practices related to child protection.
We have appointed a Child Safety Officer to oversee our child safety measures and
ensure compliance with relevant laws and regulations.

2. Child Safety Policy
We have developed and implemented a comprehensive child safety policy, which
reflects our commitment to the safety of children and outlines procedures for
preventing, identifying, and responding to child abuse or safety concerns.

3. Child Safety Codes of Conduct
We have established codes of conduct that clearly outline acceptable behaviours
and expectations for adults and volunteers working with children. These codes
prohibit behaviours that could harm children and encourage safe and respecitful
interactions.
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4. Safe Recruitment and Screening
All staff, volunteers, and contractors undergo thorough screening processes,
including criminal background checks, Working with Children Checks, and reference
checks, to ensure they are suitable to work with children.

5. Risk Management
We regularly assess potential risks to children in our environment and take proactive
measures to reduce those risks. This includes ensuring appropriate supervision,
providing training for staff, and implementing strategies for identifying and managing
child safety risks.

6. Inclusion and Diversity
We ensure that children from all backgrounds, cultures, abilities, and identities are
safe and feel respected. We aim to create a diverse and inclusive environment
where all children can participate fully and feel supported.

7. Child Protection Training
All staff, volunteers, and contractors receive mandatory child protection training to
ensure they understand their obligations to protect children from harm, how to
identify potential abuse, and how to respond appropriately.

8. Complaints and Reporting Procedures
We have clear and accessible procedures for children, parents, and staff to report
concerns or complaints about child safety. All reports will be taken seriously, treated
with respect, and responded to in a timely manner.

9. Ongoing Monitoring and Review
We regularly review and improve our child safety practices to ensure they remain
effective. We listen to the feedback of children, families, and the community, and
make adjustments as needed to improve the safety of our environment.

Conclusion

At Foundation Learning Centre, we are fully committed to ensuring thatall children in
our care are safe, respected, and protected from harm. We understand the
importance of maintaining a child-safe culture and will continue to prioritise the safety
and well-being of children in all that we do.

If you have any concerns about child safety or would like further information about
our practices, please contact Tina Bampton, Child Safety Officer
(tina.bampton@flc.vic.edu.au) or Sarah Lynch, CEO (sarah.lynch@flc.vic.edu.au).
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